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304.8 S Schanzer, Rosalyn. Escaping to America : a true story. 1st ed. [New York] : Harper 
Collins, c2000. 

Tells how the author's family left difficult conditions in Poland to make a better life for 
themselves in America early in the twentieth century. 

305.23 N Making it home : real-life stories from children forced to flee. New York : Dial Books, 
2005. 

Presents a collection of first-hand accounts of children who have been forced to flee 
their war-torn homeland to become refugees, including stories from kids from 
Kosovo, Bosnia, Afghanistan, Iraq, Congo, and more. 

811 E Engle, Margarita. The surrender tree : poems of Cuba's struggle for freedom. 1st ed. 
New York : Henry Holt, 2008. 

A collection of poems in which Rosa, a healer, describes her experiences trying to 
help Cuban peasants who have been forced to leave their farms and villages in 
1896 and given eight days to find their way to "reconcentration camps" or be 
killed. 

940.53 M Mochizuki, Ken, 1954-. Passage to freedom : the Sugihara story. 1st ed. New York : 
Lee & Low Books, c1997. 

Tells the true story of Chiune Sugihara, a Japanese diplomat stationed in Lithuania 
in 1940 who risked the safety of his own family members and put his job on the 
line by issuing visas to as many as 10,000 Jews who were facing death at the 
hands of the Nazis. 

959.7 S Skrypuch, Marsha Forchuk. Adrift at sea : a Vietnamese boy's story of survival. This 
is a 1st ed. Toronto, Ont., Canada : Pajama Press, [2016]. 

"Tuan and his family survive bullets, a broken motor, and a leaking boat in the long 
days they spend at sea after fleeing Vietnam. A true story as told to the author 
by Tuan Ho. Includes family photographs and a historical note about the 
Vietnamese refugee crisis"--. 

962.404 L Leembruggen, Melissa. The Sudan Project : rebuilding with the people of Darfur : a 
young person's guide. Nashville [Tenn.] : Abingdon Press, c2007. 

Alphabetically arranged entries--from A to Z--with full-color photographs explain 
various aspects of The Sudan Project, the Ginghamsburg Church's program to 
provide aid to Sudanese refugees in disaster areas. Includes discussion 
questions, a recipe, and additional resources. 

973.04 G Gay, Kathlyn. Leaving Cuba : from Operation Pedro Pan to Elian. Brookfield, Conn. : 
Twenty-First Century Books, c2000. 



Considers the various ways children have escaped from Communist Cuba and 
found refuge in the United States through different plans set up to help them, 
from the early 1960s to today. 

E BUITRAGO Buitrago, Jairo. Two white rabbits. Toronto : Groundwood Books/House of Anansi 
Press, 2015. 

"The little girl in this story is traveling with her father, but doesn't know where they 
are going. She counts the animals by the road, the clouds in the sky, the stars. 
Sometimes she sees soldiers. Sometimes they are forced to stop because her 
father has to earn more money before they can continue their 
journey"--Publisher. 

E BUNTING Bunting, Eve, 1928-. How many days to America? : a Thanksgiving story. New York 
: Clarion Books, c1988. 

Refugees from a Caribbean island embark on a dangerous boat trip to America 
where they have a special reason to celebrate Thanksgiving. 

E COLON Colón, Edie. Goodbye, Havana! Hola, New York! New York : Simon & Schuster 
Books for Young Readers, c2011. 

When Fidel Castro's government takes over their restaurant in 1960, six-year-old 
Gabriella and her parents move from Cuba to New York City. 

E DANTICAT Danticat, Edwidge, 1969-. Mama's nightingale : a story of immigration and 
separation. New York, N.Y. : Dial Books for Young Readers, an imprint of 
Penguin Group (USA) LLC, [2015]. 

When Saya's mother is sent to jail as an illegal immigrant, she sends her daughter a 
cassette tape with a song and a bedtime story, which inspires Saya to write a 
story of her own--one that just might bring her mother home. 

E FARISH Farish, Terry. Joseph's big ride. Toronto : Annick Press, [2016]. 
"A refugee boy's determination to ride a bicycle leads to an unexpected 

friendship"--Amazon. 

E KOBALD Kobald, Irena. My two blankets. Boston : Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, [2014]. 
When a little girl nicknamed "Cartwheel" moves to a different country with her family 

to be safe she has a hard time adjusting to her new home. 

E KUNTZ Kuntz, Doug. Lost and found cat : the true story of Kunkush's incredible journey. 1st 
ed. New York : Crown Books for Young Readers, [2017]. 

Text and illustrations describe how a cat was reunited with its family after it was lost 
while its owners were traveling as refugees from Iraq to Greece. 

E LEVINE Levine, Arthur A., 1962-. All the lights in the night. 1st ed. New York : Tambourine 
Books, c1991. 

Moses and his little brother Benjamin find a way to celebrate Hanukkah during their 
dangerous emigration to Palestine. 

E MCKAY McKay, Lawrence, 1948-. Journey home. 1st ed. New York : Lee & Low Books, 
c1998. 

Mai returns to Vietnam, the land of her mother's birth, to discover both a new 
country and something about herself. 



E O'BRIEN O'Brien, Anne Sibley. I'm new here. Watertown, MA : Charlesbridge, [2015]. 
Three children from other countries (Somalia, Guatemala, and Korea) struggle to 

adjust to their new home and school in the United States. 

E PEREZ Pérez, Amada Irma. My diary from here to there. San Francisco : Children's Book 
Press/Editorial Libros para niños, c2002. 

A young girl describes her feelings when her father decides to leave their home in 
Mexico to look for work in the United States. 

E POLACCO Polacco, Patricia. The blessing cup. 1st ed. New York : Simon & Schuster Books for 
Young Readers, 2013. 

A single china cup from a tea set left behind when Jews were forced to leave Russia 
helps hold a family together through generations of living in America, 
reminding them of the most important things in life. 

E SANNA Sanna, Francesca. The journey. This is a 1st ed. published in 2016 by Flying Eye 
Bks. London : Flying Eye Books, 2016. 

A mother and her two young children are forced to seek a new home, journeying into 
the unknown with fear and hope. 

E SHULEVITZ Shulevitz, Uri, 1935-. How I learned geography. 1st ed. New York : Farrar Straus 
Giroux, 2008. 

As he spends hours studying his father's world map, a young boy escapes the 
hunger and misery of refugee life. Based on the author's childhood in 
Kazakhstan, where he lived as a Polish refugee during World War II. 

E SIMON Simon, Richard, 1959-. Oskar and the eight blessings. 1st ed. 2015. New York : 
Roaring Brook Press, 2015. 

A young Jewish refugee from Nazi Germany arrives in New York City on the seventh 
night of Hanukkah and receives small acts of kindness while exploring the city. 

E WILLIAMS Williams, Karen Lynn. Four feet, two sandals. Grand Rapids, Mich. : Eerdmans 
Books for Young Readers, 2007. 

Two young Afghani girls living in a refugee camp in Pakistan share a precious pair of 
sandals brought by relief workers. 

E WILLIAMS Williams, Karen Lynn. My name is Sangoel. Grand Rapids, Mich : Eerdmans Books 
for Young Readers, 2009. 

Sangoel, who is proud of his rich African heritage, moves to America, and when 
nobody there can pronounce his name correctly, he fears he will lose his 
identity. 

E WILLIAMS Williams, Mary, 1967-. Brothers in hope : the story of the lost boys of Sudan. 1st ed. 
New York : Lee & Low, c2005. 

Eight-year-old Garang, orphaned by a civil war in Sudan, finds the inner strength to 
help lead other boys as they trek hundreds of miles seeking safety in Ethiopia, 
and then Kenya, before being offered sanctuary in the United States many 
years later. 

F COTTRELL Cottrell Boyce, Frank. The unforgotten coat. 1st U.S. ed. Somerville, Mass. : 
Candlewick Press, 2011. 



Julie's life becomes more complicated after the two Mongolian brothers in her Year 
Six class declare her to be their "Good Guide," which means she is 
responsible for welcoming the brothers to their new home, helping them with 
school uniforms, and explaining British slang; meanwhile, Julie tries to win the 
attention of a boy and gain an invitation to Mimi's house. 

F ENGLE Engle, Margarita. Tropical secrets : Holocaust refugees in Cuba. 1st ed. New York : 
Holt, 2009. 

Escaping from Nazi Germany to Cuba in 1939, a young Jewish refugee dreams of 
finding his parents again, befriends a local girl with painful secrets of her own, 
and discovers that the Nazi darkness is never far away. 

F FLORES-GALBIS Flores-Galbis, Enrique. 90 miles to Havana. 1st ed. New York : Roaring Brook 
Press, 2010. 

Julian's parents, hoping to protect him from the dangers of the turmoil in Cuba, send 
him to the United States in 1961 as part of Operation Pedro Pan, not realizing 
that life in a Miami refugee camp holds its own perils. 

F GRINDLEY Grindley, Sally. Bitter chocolate. London ; : Bloomsbury, 2010. 
Running away from rebels who attack their village, young Pascal and his friends 

struggle through numerous dangers before finding themselves enslaved on a 
cocoa plantation from which Pascal resolves to escape in order to find his 
family. 

F LAI Lai, Thanhha. Inside out & back again. 1st ed. New York : Harper, c2011. 
Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, 

when she, her mother, and her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in 
Alabama. 

F PINKNEY Pinkney, Andrea Davis. The red pencil. 1st ed.: September 2014. New York : Little, 
Brown and Co., 2014. 

"After her tribal village is attacked by militants, Amira, a young Sudanese girl, must 
flee to safety at a refugee camp, where she finds hope and the chance to 
pursue an education in the form of a single red pencil and the friendship and 
encouragement of a wise elder"--Provided by publisher. 

F RUURS Ruurs, Margriet. Stepping stones : a refugee family's journey = [Hasa al-turuqāt : 
rihalah a'ā́'ilah lāji'ih].  [Victoria, B.C.] : Orca Book Publishers, 2016. 

"In this picture book, a young girl and her family are forced to flee their village to 
escape the civil war that has engulfed Syria and make their way toward 
freedom in Europe"--Provided by publisher. 

F WELLS Wells, Rosemary. My Havana. 1st ed. Somerville, Mass. : Candlewick Press, 2010. 
Relates events in the childhood of architect Secundino Fernandez, who left his 

beloved Havana, Cuba, with his parents, first to spend a year in Spain, and 
later to move to New York City. 

F WHELAN Whelan, Gloria. Goodbye, Vietnam. New York : Knopf, c1992. 
Thirteen-year-old Mai and her family embark on a dangerous sea voyage from 

Vietnam to Hong Kong to escape the unpredictable and often brutal 
Vietnamese government. 



 
 
 

 


